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his wife and kept her in prison for over thirty years, George
II was very much attached to Queen Caroline (she died in
1737), who wasin4eed?a remarkable woman, keenly inter-
ested in the" p&iiosophy and literature of her time, and
exercising considerable influence upon politics.

Both George I and George II, however, possessed charac-
teristics which should have appealed to their new subjects.
They were keen soldiers. George I began his fighting
career at the age of fifteen, and commanded the forces of the
Empire for a short period during the War of the Spanish
Succession, whilst George II led a great cavalry charge at
Oudenarde, and, donning the same old uniform thirty-five
years later, fought like a lion at Dettingen. Both Kings were
truthful and trustworthy, loyal to their friends and not
vindictive to their opponents. Moreover, it is very greatly
to their credit that, though they were absolute rulers in
Hanover, they never overstepped the constitutional limits
imposed upon them in Great Britain, and they had the good
sense to rely for counsel in British affairs upon their British
advisers and not upon any German ministers or favourites.
It was hardly to be expected that George I, who came to
the throne at the age of fifty-four and did not know a word
of English, should understand or care for British politics;
he spent half his time in Hanover, and his influence in
Great Britain was small. George II, though also devoted
to Hanover, knew more of Great Britain, and, as he possessed
shrewdness and common sense, was a factor of considerable
importance in domestic affairs.

The accession of George I in 1714 made the Whigs
The supreme. The Tories were tainted with Jacobite sym-
? pathies, and for forty-five years (till after the accession of
(171^20) George III) the Whigs remained in secure possession of
the Government. The Whigs had an immense majority in
the first Parliament of George I, and they carried through
some notable measures. First, they introduced greater
toleration, by repealing the persecuting Acts of Anne's